Unattended Children Policy 
Creating an unattended children policy for a public library is essential to ensure the safety and well-being of young visitors while maintaining a welcoming and inclusive environment for all library users. Below is a general outline of what a typical unattended children policy might include. Please note that specific policies may vary depending on the library's location, size, and community needs, so it's important to adapt these guidelines accordingly:
1. Purpose and Scope
Begin the policy with a clear statement of its purpose, emphasizing the library's commitment to serving the community's needs while ensuring a safe and welcoming environment for all library users.
2. Definitions
Define what constitutes an "unattended child" in your library context, such as children under a certain age or those without a responsible caregiver.
3. Library Hours
Specify the library's operating hours and the times when unattended children are not allowed in the library.
4. Responsibilities of Caregivers
Clearly state that caregivers (parents, guardians, or responsible adults) are responsible for the safety and behavior of the children they bring to the library.
5. Behavior Expectations
Outline expected behavior for all library users, including children. Emphasize respect for library staff, other patrons, and library property.
6. Unattended Children Guidelines
Specify the age at which children can be in the library unattended.
Describe the circumstances under which children are allowed to be in the library unattended, such as during regular operating hours.
Address whether children can stay in the library while waiting for transportation or a caregiver.
Mention any specific areas of the library where unattended children are allowed or not allowed.
State that unattended children must follow library rules and guidelines.
7. Unattended Children's Behavior
Describe the consequences of disruptive or inappropriate behavior by unattended children, which may include warnings, temporary suspensions, or permanent bans from the library.
8. Staff Responsibilities
Explain the role of library staff in monitoring unattended children and handling situations that arise.
Staff should be trained to respond appropriately to situations involving unattended children, including contacting law enforcement or child protective services if necessary.
9. Emergency Situations
Provide guidance on how library staff should handle emergencies, including medical emergencies, lost children, or any other crisis involving unattended children.
10. Closing Time - Specify what happens when the library is closing and unattended children need to leave.
11. Reporting - Encourage library staff and patrons to report any concerns regarding unattended children to the appropriate authorities or library management.
12. Outreach and Education - Mention any educational programs or resources the library provides to promote responsible parenting and caregiver awareness.
13. Review and Revision - State that the policy will be reviewed periodically to ensure it meets the needs of the community and is aligned with library goals.
14. Appendices (if needed) - Include any additional forms, procedures, or guidelines related to the policy.
Remember to involve library staff, management, and, if possible, the community in the development and review of the unattended children policy to ensure that it reflects the library's unique needs and values while prioritizing the safety and well-being of all visitors.

Sample: 
Unattended Children Policy
Purpose The [Library Name] is committed to providing a safe and welcoming environment for all library users. This policy outlines our guidelines regarding unattended children within the library premises.
Definitions
Unattended Child: An unattended child is defined as any library user under the age of [Specify Age] who is not accompanied and supervised by a responsible caregiver.
Responsible Caregiver: A responsible caregiver is a parent, legal guardian, or responsible adult aged [Specify Age] or older who is responsible for the child's safety, behavior, and well-being while in the library.
Guidelines
1. Age Requirement
Children under the age of [Specify Age] must be accompanied by a responsible caregiver while in the library.
2. Unaccompanied Children
Children aged [Specify Age] and older may use the library unaccompanied during regular library hours. However, they are expected to adhere to library rules and regulations.
3. Library Behavior
All children, whether accompanied or unaccompanied, must behave in a manner that respects library property, staff, and other library users. Disruptive behavior will not be tolerated.
4. Responsibility of Caregivers
Responsible caregivers are responsible for the safety and well-being of their children while in the library.
Caregivers must ensure that children do not engage in disruptive or unsafe activities.
Caregivers should be aware of the library's hours of operation and make appropriate transportation arrangements.
5. Staff Responsibilities
Library staff will not assume the role of caregivers but will monitor the library environment to ensure compliance with this policy.
In cases of disruptive behavior, staff may request the child to leave the library temporarily or contact a responsible caregiver.
In emergency situations, staff will take appropriate action to ensure the safety and well-being of the child, which may include contacting law enforcement or medical personnel.
6. Closing Time
Children should be aware of the library's closing time and make arrangements to leave the library promptly at closing.
7. Lost or Unattended Child
If a child is found unattended and staff is unable to locate a responsible caregiver, staff will follow established procedures to ensure the child's safety. This may include contacting local law enforcement and child protective services.
8. Review and Revision
This policy will be reviewed periodically to ensure it aligns with the library's mission and community needs. Any necessary revisions will be made in consultation with library staff and stakeholders.
9. Outreach and Education
The library may offer educational resources and programs to promote responsible parenting and caregiver awareness.
10. Reporting
Library staff and patrons are encouraged to report concerns regarding unattended children to library management.
Adoption Date: [Insert Date] Review Date: [Insert Date]
Other samples:
https://www.bklynlibrary.org/use-the-library/policy/unattended-children
https://durhamcountylibrary.org/policies/unattended-child-policy/
https://burbanklibrary.org/unattended-children-policy
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